Clinical significance of cytogenetic findings in untreated patients with B-cell chronic lymphocytic leukemia.
The chromosome constitutions of stimulated lymphocytes in 21 untreated cases with B-cell chronic lymphocytic leukemia (B-CLL) were examined. So-called polyclonal B-cell activators, i.e., pokeweed mitogen, Epstein-Barr virus, and lipopolysaccharide W from E. coli 055:B5, were used. Four out of 21 cases showed abnormal clones with trisomy 12 and were started on therapy shortly after the diagnosis and cytogenetic examination. On the other hand, most cases without abnormal clones had not received treatment for relatively long periods before and after cytogenetic examination. These findings may indicate that cytogenetic results can be utilized as a parameter for treatment and prognosis in B-CLL.